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Council1 which was made under the Rhodesia and Nyasaland
Federation Act, 1953. It is composed of the colony of Southern
Rhodesia, which has been virtually self-governing since 1923 and of
the two Protectorates of Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland; the
latter is in the early stages of constitutional development having a
nominated legislative council. The Protectorates continue to be
governed as colonies except as regard the powers which are entrusted
to the Federation; similarly Southern Rhodesia retains its own form
of responsible government for non-federal subjects.
Under the federal constitution the Governor-General exercises a
few powers in his individual discretion but in general he is required
to act on the advice of the Executive Council (the Cabinet) which is
responsible to the Assembly. This is a Legislature of thirty-five
members of whom twenty-six are directly elected, three are European
members who are responsible for African interests and six are
Africans, two of these being elected for each of the three territories.
There is also a Federal Supreme Court and an African Affairs Board.
The status of the latter is that of a Standing Committee of the
Assembly; it is specifically charged with watching in an advisory
capacity the interests of Africans; it consists of the three European
members with African responsibilities in the National Assembly
and one of the elected African members from each territory. /
The Irish Free State came into being as the result of "Articles of The Irish
Agreement for a Treaty between Great Britain and Ireland" in 1921. Free State:
Up to that date Ireland had been since the Act of Union of 1800
part of the United Kingdom. The Articles of Agreement received
statutory effect in the Irish Free State (Agreement) Act, 1922, and
the resulting Constitution was enacted by the Irish Free State (Con-
stitution) Act, 1922, of the Parliament of the United Kingdom and
the Constitution of the Irish Free State (Saorstdt Eire^nn) Act, 1922,
passed by the Irish Free State Assembly. The treaty provided that,
subject to its express terms, the position of the Irish Free State in
relation to the Imperial Parliament and Government, and otherwise,
should be that of the Dominion of Canada and that the law, practice
and constitutional usage governing the relationship of the Crown,
or the representative of the Crown, and of the Imperial Parliament
to the Dominion of Canada should govern their relationship to the
Irish Free State. It further provided for the grant of certain facilities
in Ireland to the naval and military forces of the United Kingdom.
These facilities were abandoned by agreement confirmed by an
imperial Act: Eire (Confirmation of Agreements) Act, 1938. The
requirement of the taking of an oath of allegiance by members
of the Legislature was abolished in 1933. The constitution was
to be construed with reference to the treaty, and in the event of
1 S. 1,1953, No. 1199.